THE BIG SECRET
If you are serving on a jury in a personal injury case arising out of a motor vehicle collision there is a big secret that the judges and the lawyers will not tell you.

Not only will the judges and the lawyers not tell you this big secret, they will all go to great lengths to keep you from having this very relevant information.

The big secret is the answer to one of the first questions you will ask yourself after you learn that you will be sitting on a case involving personal injury arising out of a motor vehicle collision.

This is the question which a judge will never answer for you.  This is the question which the lawyers will never answer for you.  You will never be let in on this big secret.

If you ever learn the big secret you will not be allowed to sit on the case.

You will hear the judge tell you that the name of the case is Joe Brown v. Nelly Smith.  You will not hear the name Allstate Insurance Company or Nationwide Insurance Company as one of the parties to the case.

You will wonder why an insurance company is not named as a defendant.

The question which always arises in every jurors mind is:  “Is the defendant protected by an insurance policy and will the insurance company pay whatever judgment the jury returns”.  The answer to this question is the “big secret”.

The answer to the question and therefore the answer to the big secret is that in far more than 99% of the cases the defendant is protected by insurance and the insurance company will pay the verdict.
In North Carolina and in most other states jurors are not allowed to hear the answer to this very common sense question:  “Will the defendant have to pay the verdict out of his or her own pocket”.

Insurance companies claim that this law which keeps you as a juror from knowing that the insurance company will pay the full amount of the judgment is not fair to the insurance company.  The insurance company will claim that jurors will return a verdict more than the actual harms and losses suffered by the victim of a careless motorist.

The reality is that unless jurors are informed of the truth that an insurance company will pay the verdict, jurors will in almost every case, return a verdict far less than the actual amount of the harms and losses.  Jurors will be concerned about whether the defendant can afford to pay for the harms and losses they caused, whether they will lose their house if an adequate verdict is returned and other considerations which have nothing to do with the actual harms and losses.

As a result of the jurors’ natural concern for the named defendant, insurance companies collect a windfall by escaping full responsibility for the harms and losses caused by their insured.

